YOUNG GARDENERS OF THE YEAR COMPETITION 2018
LAUNCH
The Young Gardeners of the Year competition pioneered by TV Gardener David Domoney in
association with The Prince’s Foundation for Building Community has been launched at Ascot
Racecourse.
The 2018 ‘Young Gardeners of the Year’ competition has been launched on 16th January at Ascot
Racecourse ahead of the build of the gardens at the brand-new Ascot Spring Garden Show this April.
The annual competition, now in its eighth year, is organised by TV gardener David Domoney in
association with The Prince’s Foundation for Building Community. It celebrates young British ‘green’
talent and sees six of the UK’s leading horticultural colleges go head-to-head to create show-stopping,
sustainable gardens that will be seen by thousands of visitors at the show.
The launch kicked off with an introduction by TV gardener and event organiser, David Domoney. It
was followed by an outline of the project by David who briefed the participating colleges on the
objectives of the competition and provided handy hints and tips. There was also a presentation from
Aaron Davis, Associate Design Director at The Prince's Foundation for Building Community, outlining
the principles and the brief for this year’s show.
The Prince’s Foundation sets clear guidelines based on organic and sustainable principles and
the importance of gardens. The Young Gardeners are tasked with creating a show garden that
will capture the imagination and inspire the judges and visitors, using clever plant association
and design techniques.
Simon Sadinsky, Head of Education at The Prince’s Foundation’s said:
“We are thrilled to have once again helped launch the Young Gardeners of the
Year competition with David Domoney and some of the country’s most
enthusiastic young gardeners. As in past years, this year we are asking participants to provide a
particular focus within their gardens on the principles of sustainability, paying attention to
issues such as the use of local, natural materials and the implementation of SuDS
(Sustainable Drainage Systems). The creativity of past years has shown us that no matter how
small the space, we can all incorporate natural environments into our busy urban lives and we
are greatly looking forward to seeing what is produced this year.”
Alastair Warwick, Chief Operating Officer at Ascot Racecourse, added:

“We are delighted that the Young Gardeners of the Year Competition is coming to Ascot Racecourse
to form part of the inaugural Ascot Spring Garden Show this April. We already have six professional
show gardens confirmed and to have a further six gardens, created by the talented college students,
amplifies the already impressive line-up that visitors can expect in the show’s first year. Supporting
young and emerging talent, in both sport and horticulture, is hugely important to Ascot so we’re
excited to be giving these students a platform to showcase their skills and creativity.”
This year’s Young Gardeners of the Year gardens will be judged by an expert panel, which includes
horticultural industry leaders, home and garden magazine editors, and acclaimed garden designers
and landscapers. Entrants will compete to win gold, silver gilt, silver, or bronze awards. The overall
winner will receive the Best in Show trophy, and visitors will be able to vote for the winner of the
People’s Choice Award.
The 2018 participating colleges are:
Capel Manor, Middlesex
Pershore College, Part of the Warwickshire College Group
Shuttleworth College, Bedfordshire
Writtle University College, Essex (2017 champions)
Myerscough College, Lancashire
Reaseheath College, Cheshire
These annual awards celebrate the best of young British talent in garden design and build, and offer
students a great opportunity to showcase their work to a national audience. Each college is being
given a 5m x 4.5m plot.
The garden style can be traditional or contemporary, and must be a focal point to inspire
homeowners and passers-by on just what can be achieved in a small urban space. The garden should
appeal to the homeowner’s senses; the colours and design should offer a spectacular welcome when
they come home, and aim to brighten up the home owners’ life.
The gardens will inspire city dwellers, showing all that can be achieved in urban locations. Creating a
sense of tranquillity and sustainability for the home owner. Each garden should act as an escape
from the pressures of inner city life and bring a touch of nature to the heart of the metropolis.
David Domoney, organiser of the competition said:
“To date we have given more than 600 garden landscaping and design students the opportunity to
build gardens at a national event before they even leave the college gates. It’s always a great privilege
to see great British talent come together to compete for the title of Best Young Gardeners of the Year,
and with this year’s focus on back gardens, I can’t wait to see them come to life.”
Each college is being asked to submit their garden design before the beginning of February. At Ascot
they will have five days to build and plant their gardens in the Garden Terrace on Ascot’s Grandstand
ready for the Show’s opening day on 13th April 2018.”
Each garden will then be judged by an esteemed panel of ambassadors and curators.

The Ascot Spring Garden Show opens from Friday 13th – Sunday 15th April. Tickets are on sale now
and can be booked via Ascot.co.uk/gardenshow
Keep up-to-date with the show’s developments on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook.
#AscotGardenShow

-ENDSFor more details or press enquiries about the Ascot Spring Garden Show, please contact Alexandra Bertram
at Ascot Racecourse on 07890 630 608 or email Alexandra.bertram@ascot.co.uk
For more details on the 2018 ‘The Young Gardeners of the Year Competition’ and the participating colleges,
please contact Adele Holdsworth on 07930 371873 or email adele@domoney.tv
Notes to Editors:
The Ascot Spring Garden Show

This high-quality boutique event showcasing Britain’s finest established and emerging horticultural talent
has been created with the gardening enthusiast in mind
Guests can look forward to six professional show gardens plus six gardens created by college students,
peruse a fine array of horticultural trade exhibitors, purchase plants from a range of specialist plant
nurseries, enjoy a daily programme of free talks and receive personal gardening advice from horticultural
experts.
Supported by The Savill Garden and The Valley Gardens at Windsor Great Park, the Ascot Spring Garden
Show promises top quality horticulture, unsurpassed service and state-of the-art facilities at the historic
racecourse.
Follow the Ascot Spring Garden Show on Twitter @ascot
About David Domoney:

David Domoney is a seasoned gardening television presenter and currently presents for ITV’s ‘Love your
Garden’ and is also the gardening presenter for ITV’s ‘This Morning’. David writes a gardening column for
every issue for The Sunday Mirror and for Grow Your Own magazine. He is a winner of 30 RHS Medals
with two Best In Show category trophies. David’s national campaign ‘Cultivation Street’ is now in its 6th
year supporting hundreds of community gardening projects and school gardens up and down the
country, and he is the Gardening Ambassador for the charity THRIVE.
You can follow David on Facebook @DavidDomoneyTV, Twitter @daviddomoney, Instagram
@daviddomoney, YouTube domoneyltd, and Pinterest @daviddomoney, where he has a combined
audience of over a quarter of a million followers.

The Princes Foundation for Building Community
The Prince’s Foundation for Building Community aims to transform lives and build sustainable communities. It
promotes its ethos and mission through a variety of projects and educational programmes across the world. To
find out more visit: http://www.princes-foundation.org
Follow the Prince’s Foundation on twitter @PrincesFound

